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Self-driving 
cars’ choice: 
Who will die 
in a crash? 


Todd Spangler Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - Consider this hypotheti- 
cal: 

It’s a bright, sunny day and you’re alone in 
your spanking new self-driving vehicle, 
sprinting along the two-lane Tunnel of Trees 
on M-119 high above Lake Michigan north of 
Harbor Springs. You're sitting back, enjoying 
the view. You're looking out through the trees, 
trying to get a glimpse of the crystal blue wa- 
ter below you, moving along at the 45-m.p.h. 
speed limit. 

As you approach a rise in the road, heading 
south, a school bus appears, driving north, 
one driven by a human, and it veers sharply 
toward you. There is no time to stop safely, 
and no time for you to take control of the car. 

Does the car: 

A. Swerve sharply into the trees, possibly 
killing you but possibly saving the bus and its 
occupants? 

B. Perform a sharp evasive maneuver 
around the bus and into the oncoming lane, 
possibly saving you, but sending the bus and 
its driver swerving into the trees, killing her 
and some of the children on board? 

C. Hit the bus, possibly killing you as well 
as the driver and kids on the bus? 

In everyday driving, such no-win choices 
may be exceedingly rare but, when they hap- 
pen, what should a self-driving car — pro- 
grammed in advance — do? Or in any situa- 
tion — even a less dire one — where a moral 
snap judgment must be made? 


See SELF-DRIVING, Page 8A 


Waymo workers place boxes as obstacles, 
staging “structured tests” for a Chrysler 
Pacifica with self-driving technology. AP 
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Hurricane’s devastation, widespread damage to 
Puerto Rican power grid hinder teen’s medical care 


Zaida Lopez lifts her son Javier Lopez, 18, so she can remove his shirt for a bath at 
their home in Barranquitas, Puerto Rico. ELAINE CROMIE/SPECIAL TO THE DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Bianca Fortis Special to the Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


very morning, Zaida Lopez must set aside a few 

hours to take care of her son, Javier. She bathes 

him, applies lotion and baby powder to his skin, 

changes his diaper, brushes his teeth, feeds him 
and gives him his medicine.  “He’s like my eternal baby,” 
she said. X But Javier is not a baby — he is 18 years old and 
suffers from a severe case of Smith-Lemli-Opitz syndrome, 
a condition which has left him unable to eat, talk, walk or do 
much of anything on his own. 


Too many 
mistakes 


Missed opportunities led to the loss for Michigan, 
which has now dropped six straight to the rival Buck- 
eyes as Jim Harbaugh falls to 0-3 against Urban Meyer. 
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U.S. Rep. John Conyers, 
D-Detroit, is facing 
accusations of sexual 
harassment. The 88-year-old 
is one of the founders of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 


Conyers: 
An icon’s 
fall from 
grace? 


Despite civil rights legacy, 
new charges bring trouble 


Kathleen Gray Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When Mildred Gaddis was a graduate stu- 
dent at Texas Southern University in the 
mid-1980s, she recalls being in awe of a group 
of prominent black politicians successfully 
protesting and ultimately winning a battle to 
impose sanctions on American companies 
that conducted business with South Africa, 
which practiced the racial segregation policy 
known as apartheid. 

The well-known Detroit radio host said 
that moment more than 30 years ago was one 
of many times over the years that she was re- 
minded that U.S. Rep. John Conyers, D-De- 
troit, one of the founders of the Congressional 
Black Caucus and a leader of the anti-apart- 
heid fight, was a man of uncompromising 
principles. 

“When I think back on segregation, I think 
about the voting rights bills and other legisla- 
tion over the years that have been introduced 
to water down the gains that have been made 
for people of color in this country,” she said. 
“But through it all, John Conyers was unwa- 
vering, uncompromising. You don’t find those 
kind of people elected to public office any 
more.” 

As Conyers, an 88-year-old Democrat 
serving his 27th term in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, faces the biggest threat of 
his political career — claims of sexual harass- 
ment and verbal abuse of employees and mis- 


See CONYERS, Page 12A 
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Fresh food. 
Low prices. 


BUY 1, GET 1 OF 
EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE 


USE DIGITAL 
COUPONS 
UP TO 5X 


IN THE SAME TRANSACTION 


1 E 69. 
WITH CARD 
Honeycrisp Apples 


or Simple Truth Organic Honeycrisp 
Apples, 2 lo Pouch, $4.99 


199 


WITH CARD 
California Clementines 


WITH CARD & DIGITAL COUPON 
Kellogg’s Pop-Tarts 

8 ct or Special K Bars, 6 ct; 
Select Varieties 


Weekly sale price without digital coupon is 
$1.99 each with Card. While supplies last. 


FREE 


WITH CARD 


Pork Back Ribs 


Previously Frozen 


Prices and items are effective 
at your local Kroger store thru 
Thursday, November 28, 2017. 


3 lb Bag 


